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T!)codor6 Sorensen, die spy left out 
in the cold of President Cortcr’s innu- 
gurdi week, said lie felt as though he 
hnd been **blindsidcd by a truck.”, 
The <|ucstiohs being asked now arcl 

• Who was the driver ?. > 

• What kind of h person should Car- 

ter appoint to CIA now? Some prefer 
that he turn to an intelligence' 
insider. But. paradoxically and de-. 
spite Sorensen’s withdrawal, only an 
outsider; — not a professional spy — ‘ 
has any chance of restoring CIA’s 
shat(cred image. ' 

pQrty-efght hours after ^rensen 
had ^dramatically .withdrawn his 
naihc frdm Senate consideration as 
nominee for. director of central intel- 
ligence, fdfmer C^A chief William E. 
Colby said that he had turned do\vn 
an hpproach by. *‘a political figure,’* 
whom he did not identify, to join in a 
Campaigd to torpedo Sorensen. Colby 
als^ said he found Sorensen’s quali-. 
fications for the CIA Job 7 *qulte Im; 
prejwivc.” ' ..1. *. V , 

• Other former and present CIA 

off&ials managed to. suppress their 
ent|iusiasm for the late President 
Kenhedy’s chief adviser and speech 
writer. In tlie CIA and the Pentagon, 
intelligence, professionals had been 
talking against the nomination for 
Se^^raT weeks. . • . • » 

* it; is clear that Sorensen himself 
believed that he had, in part, been 
fhe*;viclim of a covert operation in 
uiiSeh some CIA officials had partici*. 
patbd. ’’Some members of the intclli- 
gcrtcc community** had spread false- 
hoods about him, Sorensen claimed. 



.Sorensen i.s a high-powered New 
' York attorney with the firm of Pnul," 
’Weiss, Rifkind, WTiarton 8t Garrison, 
and A craftsman with words, .so his 



.Who drove the track thot rolled over Sorensen? 



'‘o'** I" Sorcn- ' deduction of S 23 I. 900 . which thi IRS 

nrt^r»?no/ aSdenta^^ Sorcnwn 'i “n Altimugh the,; 



for. . ^ 

' The opposition to Sorensen, how- ' 
.ever, was not confined to the CIA or \ 
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rfiH r«t Wi.h ,n S rolled over .Sorensen . had. many, . practice was legal at the time, this, 

ti c a«ncv’s s^iir'offidah had ' • ' ’ i '• ’ " ^ V v disclosure was the straw that broke • 

n hHnHno him ' Washington Is a ver^ , . ’ 

^d.athe ihoSglu Jould be wf TCW. documents furor was really a. 

resnonsibilities For several davs brought down^,, and ' false issue, however, masking the po. ; 

S'rcnscn had actually teen workrne ' something of the Roman :^,htical and ideological struggle being-, 

m CIA using ?hc office of '' Colosseum in the atmosphere as .'waged over the nomination. . . , „ 

‘ Knochc' the Aeencv’fi denutv dire^* ?>Sorcnscn faced the committee in thei 7 "‘ Presidents and lesser officials 
Knocnc, tnc agency s deputy aircc ^ classified docu- 

/. Sorensen has an icy personal style >«i: ments for years^ used them in their 
that makes him appear ,c6ld to many 4 hiemoirs and sold to the^public in 

:/ veteran Washington official said,|-}(i protection. Tliese same officials have 
“Sorensen hod a reputation for being denounced the press for printing “na- 
cold, even ruthless, and too loyal,’ i tional security’*’ information. Twh at 
; There was lots of scar tissue Sorensen had done wd5 a matter of 

^ people who had to deal with him dur-'^^ public record, contained in two affi- 
.‘,ing the Kennedy years. .Then there.r, davits he had filed in the Pertagon 
sen also blamed right wing groups, was Chappaquiddlck** (in which , Papers case and the trial of Daniel 
including the American Conservative ,/ Sorensen helped tb draft Senator Ed- .^Ellsberg. 4 ’ » M 1; 

Union — which happily took credit ward M. Kcnnedy*s explanatory ' The truth is that Sorensen Wai too'» 
for helping to block his nomination.’' statement). for the hawks and hardliners,! 

Y But the forces arrayed against Some opjionents chajt^ Sorensen the intelligence and military estab- 
. Carter’s nominee were far broader . lacked experience to run CIA (ab ^^Mishment in Washington and their 
^ than that. The CIA, other military though several previous directors, in- .. allies on Capitol Hill who distrust de -1 
and intelligence officials, right wing .; eluding the most recent, George (Vtente and SALT, and who have been) 
, organizations. Republican and. Demo- Bush, had no. intelligence, experb/ tswaming that the Soviet Union seeks * 
, cralic conservatives on the Senate ence). Opponents also charged , that military superiority over the United* 
Intelligence Committee, some Demo- Sorensen’s status as a conscientious^r* States. Orter, who had no taste for a 
cratic liberals on the committee, Seiv,^ij objector, — he had registered as a*» nasty fight In his triumphal inaugural^ 
ate Democratic leader Robert C. ^ noncombatant disqualified him for week,- withdrew his support for 
Byrd and Republican leader Howard CIA. t » . , 4 Sorensen once it Was clear that his ; 

, II. Baker Jr*,^and elements In the t Then, on the weekend before the 3 nomipce fo^ CIA did not have Iho)? 
’ .press all joined hands in an unlikely . hearing, the press disclosed that voles in the committee. • ’ i 

. alliance to stage aTaintly bizarre t .Sorensen had taken sCvqn cartons Of tv TTic irony of nil tiii.H — Sorensen’s 
, .sort ofcoutUcr-inauipiral. . . » classified documents from the WhilOi /pahiculnr problems aside — i.s ihat- 

. So, to our first question we surely H^we. used them to write his book, • Carter had cliofjrtrthl* kind of person , 

mu.st answer that the intelligence Kennedy, then donated the papers to who should hemf CIA and the intclli- 

community and its friends had an the government and clajmcd a tax gcnce community. For three ycarf;. 



official investigations have revealed 
a horror chamber of CIA abuses, 
ranging from domestic spying and 
, opening of first-class mail to hiiing 
.gangsters to ass'assinate Fidel Cas- 

^ ^ i... 

As V result *pf these disclosures, 
public confidence in CIA is under- 
standably low. Thus if President Car- 
ter has any hope.at all of rehabiiitat 






such foreign policy pillars as Dean 
Rusk and Averell Harriman. But 
Hughes, preferring Carnegie to an 
eels’ npst, said no to the CIA job. 

~ Inside the ^intelligence agencies! 
there appears to be little "perception 
that what CI^ needs most is a direc- 
tor in whom the .piibiic, can have 
confidence. The intelligence opera- 
tors would much rather Ijave some- 



again to an outsider rather than a ca- 
reer spy. Covert operators like Rich- 
ard Helms and William Colby, who 
have served as CIA directors in the 
past,' will not do now. Carter should 
^also be looking for someope who has 
at least been moderately critical of 
;CIA abuses. Both the Rockefeller 
Commission, and the Church commit- 
tee officially concluded that the CIA 
.had broken the law. A staunch de- 
fender of the agency, someone who 
^sees no wrong in that fact, would 
, hardly be likely to inspire public 
confidence. ; ' \ ‘ 

Carter himself emphasized CIA 
abuses during the campaign r- ail the 
more reason for him to seek some- 
one, like Sorensen, who docs not see 
CIA in indelible colors of red, white 
and blue.* 



VI Carter’s first ^choice for the CIA 
job apparently was not Sorensen, but 
-Thomas L. Hughes, president of the , 
:Carncgie Endowment for Interna- 
tiuiuil Peace.’ Hughes, former direc- 
dor of Stale Department intelligence, 
has long felt that the agency’s covert - 
operations should lx; pul somewhere 
else in the goveniment and CIA con- 
fined to intelligence collection and 
Estimating., In November, Vice 
President-elect Mondale approached • 
Hughes, who also had the backing of 



„ — Joes not 

.appeal, to most present or former 
intelligence officials/, For example, 
^Ray S. Qinc, former head of CIA’s 
analytical ride, and author of Se-. 
ctets. Spies and Scholars, believes 
, the ’’prime requirement” for a CIA 
director now is someone “whose atti- 
. tude is generally supportive of CIA.”» 
. Cline^favors a skillful bureaucrat 
who can “represent the interests of 
the intelligence community in dealing 
„ with the President and Congress.” 

* r» ' * i' • .* 

The Sorensen debacle has not 
. helped the inew* Senate' Intelligence 
" Committee get off to a smooth start. 

Giaimian Daniel K. Inouye and other 
, memters of. the panel are extremely 
sensitive to any implication that tlie 
committee might have been the' 
source of leaks against Sorensen, or 
that its members were swayed by 
CIA pressures. Around the commit- 
tee, it is claimed that the damaging 
' Sorensen affidavits were discovered 
‘by the committee itself, through a 
•’routine staff check of the New York 
»:7Y/nesfiles. , j I .1».. 

. V Perhaps. But there were a. lot of 
, ‘Other forces' at work. Sorensen him- 
self may have offered the best expla- 
hation of what happened when he 
‘said that “many little dirty streams 
flowed together to make one large 
one.” 
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